TH E STRATEG IS T
WITH PAS TOR E RIC LUDY

T H E C H U R C H AT E L L E R S L I E
S UN DAY, JUNE 1 3 , 2 02 1

WELCOME TO THE CHURCH AT ELLERSLIE!

ANNOUNCEMENTS + SCHEDULE:
• Daily Thunder – join us in the chapel M-F at
8:15am for teaching, prayer, and worship

We are a family of believers that cling tightly to the
Word of Scripture and enjoy the heritage of a faith
centered upon the majesty of Jesus Christ and His work
upon the Cross. If you love the words of Scripture,
worship Jesus Christ, and prefer Truth spoken with
thunderous straightforwardness, then you will probably
enjoy it here.

• Wednesday Night Prayer – 7:00pm

PLEASE BE IN PRAYER FOR:
• Semester students: June 12–July 17

Discover why we focus so much on the centrality of
Jesus Christ and learn more about the Church at
Ellerslie, our Ellerslie Discipleship Training, and what we
believe … at Ellerslie.com/church or scan the QR code
below with your phone.

• Cambridge 70 Event (for men): August 26-28
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TH E STRATEG IS T
UND E RS TA ND I NG GO D ’S A MA Z I NG MI L I TA RY MI ND

Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.
Ephesians 6:10

STRATEGY
The mind, plans, and purposes of the military general

THE TALK WITH STEPHEN

HONEY, YOU NEED A PRAYER STRATEGY!

COACH, YOU NEED A GAME PLAN!

THE BASICS ABOUT SPIRITUAL WAR
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
1 Peter 5:8
[You have an enemy and this enemy is actively seeking to destroy you]
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor
of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Ephesians 6:10-13
[You are in a very real war, whether you want to acknowledge it or not]
And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in
humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance,
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that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare
of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.
2 Timothy 2:24-26
When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But when a
stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in
which he trusted, and divides his spoils.
Luke 11:21-22
[In and of yourself, you are weaker than this enemy.
You desperately need “One Stronger” to come to your aid]
He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us
into the kingdom of the Son of His love . . .
Colossians 1:13
[The Stronger has come. In Christ you are delivered from
the clutches of this ancient enemy]
Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
Luke 10:19
[In Christ, you have power OVER this enemy]
If God is for us, who can be against us?
Romans 8:31
[In Christ, you need not fear this enemy]
. . . the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God . . .
1 Corinthians 10:3
[And in Christ, you have been given
God-given weapons to utterly humiliate this enemy]

THE ARMY
Stratia (noun) — the host of armed angels, band of ready soldiers, the fellowship organized and rallied for battle, the
group strategically united and prepared to go to war and win
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THE WAR
Strateia (noun) — the warfare, the name for the overall conflict between Kingdoms, the result of what happens
when two adversarial parties engage in military exercise against one another

THE GENERAL
Stratēgos (noun) — the Military General, The Lord of Battles

THE SOLDIER
Stratiōtēs (noun) — the fighting man ready to receive orders from the Stratēgos

THE ENGAGEMENT
Strateuō or Strateúomai (verb) — the real-life action of the soldiers, the real-life implementation of the military
strategy, the real-life use of the weapons, the real-life wielding of the sword against the enemy

A SPIRIT WAR
we do not war (strateuō) after the flesh
The Apostle Paul
2 Corinthians 10:3
[We do not do our real-life implementation of military strategy, fighting, and
advancement against Satan by the strength of our own ability,
will-power, intelligence, brain-storming, and gumption]
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Ephesians 6:10-13

THE SPIRITUAL VOCABULARY OF WAR
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)
casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; And having in a
readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.
2 Corinthians 10:3-6
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LET’S UNDERSTAND OUR MOST ELEMENTARY WEAPON IN OUR WARFARE
The Word of God
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And
when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the
tempter came to Him, he said [. . . ] But He (Jesus) answered and said, It is written . . . Then
the devil . . . said to Him [. . . ] Jesus said to him, It is written . . . Again, the devil . . . said to
Him [. . .] Then Jesus said to him, Away with you, Satan! For it is written . . . Then the devil
left Him . . .
Matthew 4:1-11

THE WORD OF GOD AS A WEAPON
1. It is Written (The Scripture)
2. It is Fulfilled (Jesus Christ)
3. It is Finished (The Cross, The Shed Blood)

THE WORD OF GOD: THE STRATEGY OF GOD
The Mind, Plans, and Purposes of the Military General of Generals

THE BLUSTER OF THE ENEMY
Do you know his weak points? He’s got them. Starting with the fact that he is defeated

ARMING EVERY CHRISTIAN WITH THE WEAPONS
We shouldn’t be the ones being pushed around
. . . the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God . . .
2 Corinthians 10:4

TO UNDERSTAND WEAPONRY, YOU NEED TO FIRST UNDERSTAND POSITION
He (the Father) . . . seated Him (Jesus) at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave
Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills
all in all.
Ephesians 1:20-23
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HIS POSITION IS YOUR POSITION
And all things are under His Feet
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when
we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus . . .
Ephesians 2:4-6

PRAYING IN THE NAME OF JESUS
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. This girl followed
Paul and us, and cried out, saying, "These men are the servants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to us the way of salvation." And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her." And he came out that very hour.
Acts 16:16-18
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.
Ephesians 6:10

WHAT DO WE HAVE AUTHORITY TO DO?
And I will give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever you shall bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven . . . Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Matthew 16:19; 18:18
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
James 4:7

THE WORD OF GOD IS WIELDED IN TWO KEY WAYS
1. Declaring the Facts. Wielding that which it says in verbal pronouncement, as if declaring the words
of the Word in faith are a very real swing of a sword that cannot be parried.
2. Doing the Actions. Actually exercising its commands. When the Word of God says, “Do this” - then
when we “Do it” the doing functions as a very real instrument of war against the enemy.
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PRACTICE: DECLARE THE WORD OF SCRIPTURE (THE FACTS)
It is written that greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world! (1 John 4:4)
[If God has said it - stand on it - and don’t be bashful!]

PRACTICE: DO THE WORD OF SCRIPTURE (THE ACTIONS)
Satan, I bind you, I resist you, I pin you down to the ground in the Name and authority of Jesus
Christ!
[If God says to bind, to loose, to resist, to wrestle, to pull down,
to throw down, to cast down, to take captive, and to stand against - then do it.]

SO, HERE’S A STARTER PACKAGE FOR OUR SPIRITUAL WAR VOCABULARY

-

In the Name of Jesus (authoritative position)
Binding (arresting that which is harming)
Loosing (clearing all roadblocks for God’s purposes to be accomplished)
Resisting (clearly setting yourself in the path of the enemy’s advance and commanding him to retreat)
Wrestling (yanking the spiritual powers down to the ground and pinning their powers)
Pulling Down (utterly destroying and tearing apart their operation, their plans, and their schemes)
Casting Down (to drive away to prison, lock up, handcuff, to bring under the rule of the Cross)
Revenging (to exact, to tax the enemy for their unlawful invasion, and to sue them for damages)
Standing (being strong in the Lord and in the power of His might)

WHEN THE DEVIL BOASTS THAT HE HAS ME BEATEN AND THAT HIS STRENGTH IS
SUPERIOR
I will remember that It is written . . .
All things are underneath the feet of my Redeemer (Ephesians 1:22). The Messiah has come,
and has crushed the head of the serpent and has declared, “It is finished!” (John 19:30) And
If God is for me, who can stand against me? (Romans 8:31) For greater is He who is in me
than he who is in this world (1 John 4:4) My spiritual weaponry is mighty to the pulling
down of enemy strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:3-4) If I submit to God, resist the Devil, the
Devil WILL flee (James 4:7) The shield of faith repels all the fiery darts of the evil one
(Ephesians 6:16) He is my refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble (Psalm 46:1)
For my God surrounds me with favor as with a shield (Psalm 5:12) and though a thousand
may fall at my side, and ten thousand at my right hand, it will not come near me (Psalm
91:7). No weapon formed against me shall prosper (Isaiah 54:17). I have been given power
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nothing shall by any means hurt me (Luke 10:19). My enemies may intend to harm me, but
God means all things for good, that He may deliver many (Genesis 50:20)

WHEN THE DEVIL SHOUTS OF MY DEFEAT, MY IMMINENT SHAME
I will remember that It is written . . .
No one who hopes in Him will be ashamed (Psalm 34:22) and He has said He will never
leave me or forsake me (Hebrews 13:5). No grave trouble will overtake me (Proverbs 12:21).
I will not die but live and declare the works of the Lord (Psalm 118:17). I will have an
abundance for every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8). No good thing will He withhold from
those who walk uprightly (Psalm 84:11). He has said I am strong and the Word of God
abides in me, and I have overcome the wicked one (1 John 2:14). He who spared not His
own Son will He not freely give me all things (Romans 8:32). He who has begun a good
work in me will bring it to completion (Philippians 1:6)

WHEN THE DEVIL FORECASTS MY DOOM AND ATTEMPTS TO DARKEN MY VISION OF
THE FUTURE
I will remember that It is written . . .
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers me out of them all (Psalm
34:19). I shall be like a stream of water whose waters fail not (Isaiah 58:11). He knows the
plans He has for me, plans to prosper and not harm (Jeremiah 29:11). As I make the Lord my
focus, I shall be like a tree planted by streams of water which brings forth its fruit in season its leaf also does not wither (Psalm 1:3). Those who rise up against me will fall before me in
judgment (Isaiah 54:17)

WHEN THE DEVIL CONSPIRES TO SABOTAGE MY ONWARD MARCH, THEN I WILL
WIELD THE WORD OF GOD AGAINST HIM.
I will declare to him what is written and I will also DO what is written for me to do
I will remember (2 Timothy 2:8). I will give thanks (1 Thessalonians 5:18). I will sing (Psalm
96:2). I will praise (Psalm 113:1). I will worship (Psalm 96:9). I will obey (Hebrews 5:9). I will
war (2 Corinthians 10:3). I will stand firm (1 Corinthians 16:13). I will quit myself like a man
(1 Corinthians 16:13). I will bind that which is hindering (Matthew 16:19; 18:18). I will loose
that which is hindered (Matthew 16:19; 18:18). I will pull down (2 Corinthians 10:4). I will
take captive (2 Corinthians 10:5). I will put on (Ephesians 6:11; Colossians 3:10-12). I will
wrestle with the spiritual powers (Ephesians 6:12). I will stand (Ephesians 6:13-14). I will
pray (Ephesians 6:18). And I will certainly overcome (1 John 4:4).
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HOW DO YOU ENGAGE THE SPIRITUAL ENEMY AND WIN?
Implement the Strategy of God
Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.
Ephesians 6:10
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PARTI CI PATORY C H U RC H
Questions
•

What is an area of spiritual ground in your life
that needs to be reinforced with “what is
Written”?

•

Pray for one another

DAILY THUNDER

GIVE

EVENTS

Teaching series from the Bible
with Eric, Nathan, and guests.

Donate to the ministry of
Ellerslie.

Learn more about our
upcoming events.
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